
AGENDA ITEM 
 
 

 
 
 
COMMITTEE:   RACE ADVISORY FORUM  
 
DATE:   8TH OCTOBER 2007 
 
SUBJECT:   APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP  
 
REPORT BY:  HEAD OF EQUALITIES 
 
CONTACT OFFICER: RAJ NAYER  01582 547224   
  
 
IMPLICATIONS: 
 
LEGAL     COMMUNITY SAFETY  
 
EQUALITIES    ENVIRONMENT   
 
FINANCIAL     CONSULTATIONS   
 
STAFFING     OTHER    
 
 
 
WARDS AFFECTED:  
 
 
 
PURPOSE 
  
1. To request the members to consider three applications for membership to 

the Race Advisory Forum. 
 
RECOMMENDATION(S)
 
2. Race Advisory Forum is recommended to approve requests for 

membership from both Mr. Abrahams and Mrs Felson as detailed in 
section 4 of this report.  There is a further application fro 
membership from Mr. H.Kubir   which members are asked to 
consider in the light of officer advice. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
3. Following a recent membership review of the forum an article was placed 

in Luton Line  inviting organisations and individuals   to join the Race 
Forum. The applications referred to above can therefore be directly 
attributed to the interest engendered   by that article. 

 
REPORT
 
4. Application for membership of the Race Advisory Forum on behalf of the 

Luton Hebrew Congregation, PO Box 215 ,Luton LU2 7ZJ. Their 
representative will be Mr.Alan M Abrahams of 69 Culverhouse Road, 
Luton LU3 1PY.Mr Abrahams has been involved with voluntary work in 
Luton for many years. 

 
5. Application for individual membership from Mrs. Barbara Felson of 9 

Montrose Ave, Luton LU3 1HW. Mrs Felson is widely known for her 
voluntary work in Luton and is also a member of Luton Council of Faiths. 

 
6. Application for individual membership from Mr. H.Kubir who works as a 

legal assistant in the Council’s legal department and says he is also vice 
chair of the Luton Committee for Racial Harmony (LCRH). 

 
7. The advice of the equalities unit is that  officers of the Council  should not 

considered for membership of the forum as this potentially may 
compromise the independent status of the forum and/or present a conflict 
of interest. However, it is finally a matter for members whether they grant 
membership to Mr.Kubir 

 
8. The relevant section from the Terms of Reference reads “The Forum 

reserves to itself the right, subject to advice from the Equalities Unit, to 
refuse an application for membership.” 

  
9. The LCRH is already a member of the Race Advisory Forum though no   

one has been attending on their behalf of late and the organisation has 
therefore been put on a ‘limited agenda only circulation list’. Thus 
theoretically, at least, Mr. Kubir could, with the agreement of LCRH, attend 
forum meetings on their behalf. To do so or not is of course, entirely a 
matter for Mr. Kubir and the LCRH and no such advice is   hereby 
intended to either party. 

 
EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS 
 
10. This report seeks to broaden the representative base of the Forum. The 

Jewish community has not been represented on the race Forum until now. 
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