
NORTH LUTON AREA COMMITTEE 
 

14th July 2010 at 8.00 p.m. 
 

PRESENT:   Councillors Garrett (Chair); Councillors Bullock, Campbell, R. J. 
Davis, Foord, Hinkley, Pedersen, Simons, Titmuss and Worlding 

 
14 MINUTES (REF: 2.1 & 2.2) 
 

 That the minutes of the meetings of the Committee held on 14th 
January 2010 and 18th May 2010 be taken as read, approved as correct 
records and signed by the Chair. 
 

15 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (REF: 8) 
 

 A member of the public requested information on the Building Schools 
for the Future Project (BSF). 
 
 He was advised that four secondary schools, Lea Manor, Challney 
Girls, Barnfield South Academy and Barnfield West Academy, were almost 
completed.  Two others, Lealands and Ashcroft, were still scheduled to be 
rebuilt or refurbished.  Eleven other schools were in the ‘Stopped’ category. 
 
 A Member commented that that Woodlands School had originally been 
built for 80 pupils.  It currently had 150 pupils, which would increase to 170 in 
September 2010.  Under BSF, this School was scheduled to relocate to the 
Icknield High School site but this would now not happen. 
 
 A member of the public enquired when the potholes around the town 
would be filled. 
 
 The Engineering Services Manager advised that the winter had been 
abnormally severe and that this had led to an unusually large backlog of 
maintenance.  The Council’s Executive had allocated £1M to address the 
problems caused by the severe weather. 
 

16 PETITION - LARGE VEHICLES PARKED OUTSIDE 28 EPPING WAY 
(REF: 9.1) 

 
 The Engineering Services Manager presented a report on proposals to 
improve the matter.  
 
 A Ward Councillor commented that she had visited the site on a Ward 
Tour and it appeared that the situation might now have been resolved. 
 

  Resolved: (i) That the petition (Ref: 9.1) be noted. 
 

 (ii) That the Head of Engineering and Transportation be requested to 
write to the owner of the vehicle requesting that it be parked either further 
away from the junction or on their drive. 
 



 (iii) That the Head of Engineering and Transportation be requested to 
monitor parking at this junction with a view to introducing ‘No waiting at any 
time’ restrictions if the junction continues to be obstructed. 
 

17 PETITION - CONDENSATION ON WINDOWS IN QUANTOCK COURT 
(REF: 9.2) 
 
 The Interim Project Manager presented a report on condensation on 
windows in Quantock Court and advised of the Council’s window replacement 
strategy. 
 
 In response to a question, he advised that the majority of the majority 
of the 'satellite' bungalows and flats had condensation problems. 
 
 A Member commented that Quantock Court was sheltered 
accommodation and that many of the residents were very elderly.  She 
requested that the date of 2015 for window replacement be reviewed and 
brought forward if possible. 
 

  Resolved: That the petition (Ref: 9.2) be noted. 
 
18 PETITION - MISUSE OF COLEBROOK AVENUE & HILL RISE (REF: 9.3) 

 
 The Area Committee Support Manager presented a report on a number 
of issues raised by residents of Colebrook Avenue. 
 
 Ward Councillors advised that a ward tour had revealed an 
accumulation of rubbish behind the shops in Sundon Park Parade.  However 
this area was private land and a resolution was being sought. 
 

  Resolved: That the petition (Ref: 9.3) be noted. 
 
19 PETITION – REQUEST TO INSTALL CCTV CAMERAS IMMEDIATELY IN 

BIRDSFOOT LANE TO COMBAT CRIME (REF: 9.4) 
 
 The Community Safety Officer presented a report on a request for 
provision of CCTV in Birdsfoot Lane.  She advised that since the original 
report had been prepared for the January 2010 meeting, new wireless 
cameras had become available.  The cost per camera of these, including on-
costs, was in the region of £8k.  However there was currently no identifiable 
budget to cover this cost. 
 
 She also advised that since the report was written, a problem family 
had been evicted from the area. 
 
 A member of the public commented that it appeared that the problems 
had been largely resolved by the eviction. 
 
 Resolved: That the petition (Ref: 9.4) be noted. 
 

 



20 PETITION – PLAY EQUIPMENT – WESTMORLAND RIVERSIDE 
RECREATIONAL GROUND (REF: 9.5)  

 
 The Parks & Cemeteries Manager presented a report on a request to 
provide swing seats suitable for small children.  He advised that the cost of 
providing two flat seat swings and associated safety surfacing was 
approximately £3,250.  The play area had been upgraded under playbuilder II 
funding, a government initiative.  He advised that the future of playbuilder III 
was currently under review and hence the source of funding to provide such 
swings was uncertain. 
 
 A Member commented that there were two play areas in Limbury.  
Westmoreland Avenue had been upgraded but Runfold was in poor condition. 
 
 The Parks & Cemeteries Manager advised that he would inspect the 
Runfold site. 
 
 A Member commented that that there had been problems with anti-
social behaviour on the Westmoreland Avenue site during its construction.  
She enquired whether these problems continued. 
 
 She was advised by the police that the problems were under control. 
 
 A member of the public enquired when Leagrave Park would be 
upgraded. 
 
 The Parks & Cemeteries Manager advised that the upgrade was 
currently out to tender. 

 
  Resolved: (i) That the petition (Ref: 9.5) be noted. 

 
 (ii) That support be given to providing a set of square (flat) swings at 
the Westmoreland Riverside Play Area subject to funding being available. 
 

21 INTEGRATED SERVICES – CHILDREN & LEARNING – BULLET POINT 
UPDATE (REF: 10) 

 
 The North Team Manager updated the Committee on the work of 
Integrated Services. 
 
 A representative of Youth Voice gave a presentation on the activities of 
Young Voice. 
 
 A Member commented that on Friday evening the Boom Bus was 
positioned by the Icknield community centre.  Users of the Boom Bus were 
not causing a problem but the Bus was an attracting large numbers of non-
attending youths.  The local scout and beaver group, which met at the same 
location, found the large numbers attracted by the Bus intimidating.  She 
suggested relocating the Bus to the green space in Parys Road. 
 



 The North Team Manager commented that the Bus had used its 
current location for nearly a year and she had been unaware of any problems.  
She advised that the location would be reviewed. 
 
 In response to a question on the schools based health service, she 
advised that Brook had lost funding and were pulling out of some projects 
mainly in schools.  School nurses were covering some services previously 
provided by Brook. 
 
 A member of the public requested that future reports contained fewer 
acronyms. 

 
  Resolved: (i) That the report (Ref: 10) be noted.  
 

 (ii) That the representative of Young Voice be thanked for her 
presentation. 

 
22 MARSH FARM COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TRUST LEGACY 

ORGANISATION (REF: 11) 
 
 Mr Mohammed Rafi, the Chief Executive of Marsh Farm Futures, gave 
a presentation on the organisation.  He advised that Marsh Farm Community 
Development Trust (MFCDT) had delivered services under a government 
initiative, which would end in 2011.  MFCDT would then be wound up and 
Marsh Farm Futures would provide on-going projects and act as a legacy 
organisation.   
 
 He advised that the replacement CERC building was currently under 
construction; completion was expected in December 2010 with handover in 
January or February 2011.  In response to a question, he advised it had been 
recognised that people found fence that surrounded the old CERC building 
intimidating.  The frontage of the new building onto The Moakes would be 
open although the fence would be retained at the back for security. 
 
 In response to several questions, he advised that Marsh Farm Futures 
was separate from MFCDT and that he could speak only on behalf of Marsh 
Farm Futures. 
 

  Resolved: That Mr Rafi be thanked for his presentation 
 
23 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – BULLET POINT UPDATE (REF: 12) 
 

The Committee considered the Community Development report. 
   

 Resolved: That the report (Ref: 12) be noted. 
 
24 AREA REPORT (REF: 13) 
   
  The Area Committee Support Manager presented his report. 
 



  He informed the Committee of the latest position in regard to the area 
projects budget. 

 
  The Committee considered the following applications under the Area 

Project Scheme: 
  

Project 
Number

Project Cost of 
Project

Amount
Requested/ 

Approved
 

SP 352 Sundon Park Youth Centre 
The project is an extension of the current award 
winning Friday Night Football Project provided in 
conjunction with Lealands High School and Nacro. The 
aim is to provide a more diverse program that will 
attract and engage young people in a range of positive 
activities. There is a need and a focus on providing 
activities that will attract and engage girls to participate 
in. We are hoping to secure funding to build upon the 
success of the current program for a year.   

 The application is being made on the basis that the 
North Luton Area Committee made an award of £3,000 
in the  2009/2010 Financial Year.  Members suggested 
to the applicants that they should evaluate how the 
programme progressed and then consider applying 
again to the North Luton Area Committee for the 
remainder i.e. 50% of the original amount they 
requested. 
 

£9,360 £3,000/
£3,000

SP 376 Gating Scheme rear of 99 to 169. Sundon Park 
Road 
To supply and install 2 Palisade gates both with short 
infill panels to the left hand side. The gates and panels 
to be 2.1 metres tall with tri-point tops, finished in 
galvanisation and PPC green. 
 

£3,400 £1,700/
£1,700

BR 377 Warden Hill Community Centre 
Internal decoration of the Warden Hill Community 
Centre to include the hall, kitchen and toilets.  To also 
create a community notice Board and produce a 
newsletter to advertise and promote current groups and 
hall availability. 
 

£3,100 £3,100/
Defer

LI 382 Limbury 50+ Group 
The application is to support the ongoing work of the 
Limbury 50+ Group.  The group started in 2003 with 
approximately 20 Members and now has expanded to 
over 100.  Due to this success and the extra space 
required the group is now located at the St. Augustine’s 
Church Hall, in Catsbrook Road.  The group offers 
socials, outings, activities and advice for older people. 

£2,250 £2,250/
£2,250



NT 389 Marsh Farm Fireworks Festival 
The project is a free community firework festival that 
will take place on Lea Manor Playing field on the 5th 
November. It will also include a lantern parade and 
various information stands and stalls. 
Justifying The Project? 
The project will impact on Community Safety 
Community cohesion and activities for young people, 
as they are the main target audience. The project in 
previous years has dramatically reduced anti social 
behaviour and arson by diverting young people into 
positive activities and a free fireworks event. The event 
is also attended by various groups and communities 
living in the north of Luton and last year attracted over 
5000 people 
 

£6,350 £4,000/
£4,000

LI 390 St. Augustine’s Scout Group 
The scout group has been undertaking internal 
improvements to the building and now wishes to 
replace the 30 year old Marley tiles in the male and 
female toilets which are broken and cracked in places 
and are becoming unhygienic. 
 

£870 £870/
£870

NT 391 Jubilee Community Centre 
We would like to organise a family trip to Yarmouth for 
the Marsh Farm area and would like some financial 
assistance with the event. 
 

£700 £700/
Refuse

 
  Resolved: (i) That the report (Ref: 13) be noted. 
 
  (ii) That the applications SP 352, SP 376, LI 382, NT 389, LI 390 and 

NT 391 be resolved as indicated in the table above. 
 

  (iii) That consideration of the application BR 377 be deferred until the 
next meeting to allow for the financial situation of the applicants to be clarified. 

 
  (Note: Councillor Worlding declared a personal but not 

prejudicial interest in application LI 390 in that members 
of his family were scout leaders.) 

 
25 AGENDA PLANNING (REF: 14) 
 
  Resolved: That a representative of MFCDT be invited to attend the 

next meeting to report and answer questions on the work of MFCDT. 
 
 

(Note:  The meeting ended at 10.00 pm). 
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