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PURPOSE
1.

The purpose of this report is for Members to consider and decide on any appropriate
action to be taken in response to a petition from 99 signatories requesting the council
provide a skateboard park in the Bramingham Ward.

RECOMMENDATION(S)
2.

Petitions & Representations Board is recommended to:
i)

Accept the recommendation and instruct the Green Space Manager to
undertake a feasibility study and wider consultation with the local
community/park users to provide evidence of need for such a facility; and

ii) Instruct the Green Space Manager to investigate potential sources of external
funding to support a bid to the Council’s capital programme for 2021-22.

BACKGROUND
3.

A petition has been received from 99 signatories requesting the council provide a
skateboard park in Bramingham Ward.

4.

The Council currently has two dedicated skateboard parks within the borough located at
Wigmore Valley Park and Manor road Park. The Wigmore Valley Park skateboard facility
is the larger of the two and attracts users from across the town. It is scheduled to be
replaced with an upgraded facility in 2020 as part of the New Century Park development.
The Manor Park facility is a smaller neighbourhood park facility and was externally
funded.

5.

The council does not currently have a budget identified for new or replacement play
equipment or facilities. There are no plans to provide a new skateboard facility within the
Bramingham ward at the current time or any customer feedback received to date, via the
parks on-line survey, to suggest that a skate park is required.

6.

The costs to provide a skate facility can be as follows :
a) A regional facility similar to the facility planned at Wigmore Valley Park - circa 350k
b) A Local neighbourhood facility similar to Manor Road park circa 75k
c) A local neighbourhood facility similar ( but on a smaller scale) to the facility planned
for Wigmore Valley Park circa £150 - £200k

REPORT
7.

Skateboard parks may generate noise and anti-social behaviour and therefore should be
situated well away from residential properties. Bramingham ward has two areas of open
space, Great Bramingham Park and Little Bramingham Park. Both Parks are surrounded
by residential properties and as such are not considered suitable locations.

8.

Although the petition references the need for a Skateboard Park in the Bramingham ward
the spread of the addresses of the petitioners would suggest that a more regional facility is
required in the north of the town. (See appendix 2)

9.

Regional facilities are best placed in district parks as they have more capacity and
opportunity to incorporate this type of facility without impacting on local residents. There
are two district parks which serve the communities in north Luton which might be
considered for such a facility being:
a) Leagrave Park
b) Lewsey Park

PROPOSAL/OPTION
10. Members could decide that no action is taken in response to the petition.
11. Members could decide to accept the officer’s recommendations and instruct the Green
Space Manager to undertake a feasibility study and wider consultation with park users to
provide evidence of need for such a facility and investigate potential sources of external
funding to support a Capital bid to the 2021/22 capital programme.
FINANCIAL
12. Works to provide a Skateboard park cannot be carried out within the current budget
provision.

APPENDIX
Appendix 1 - Petitions letter narrative.
Appendix 2 - Map showing petitioner addresses
LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS
None.
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