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PURPOSE 

1. The purpose of this report is to seek the views and support of the Development Control 
Committee on the draft document entitled  “Designing for Sustainability, a Summary of 
Good Practice” before wider external consultation is undertaken.  

RECOMMENDATION(S) 

2. Development Control Committee is recommended to: 
 

a. Support this Document ‘Designing for Sustainability, a Summary of Good 
Practice’ and Consider and comment on the implications of this document. 

 
b. Instruct the Officers to report any comments to the Executive.  

REPORT 

3. The draft Consultation Document “Designing for Sustainability, A Summary of Good 
Practice” has been considered by the Executive and Environment Scrutiny Committee, and 
it was agreed that the views of this Committee - which will have the ultimate responsibility 
for implementing the principles of the Document when development proposals are reported 
to them for approval, as a body responsible for the planning functions of the Council - 
should be sought before wider consultation is undertaken. The detailed Report to the 
Scrutiny Committee is attached as Appendix A to this Report. 
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4. The document has been prepared to promote and encourage the principles of sustainable 

design and to seek to maximise the sustainability in proposed developments. This is to 
support the Bedfordshire Structure Plan 2011 policy 19: 

 
“Sustainable design and energy conservation principles will be used to guide built 
development. These principles will encourage new development proposals which include 
high standards of design and which incorporate the needs of energy and resource 
conservation in the siting, scale, orientation and layout of buildings and spaces.” 

 
5. The design guide is also intended to contribute towards the government’s wider 

sustainability objectives as set out in A Better Quality of Life: A Strategy for Sustainable 
Development for the UK. CM 4345, DETR, May 1999. 

 
6. The views of this Committee will be reported to the Executive and, subject to the 

Executive’s decision, will be incorporated into the document before it is finalised for 
consultation. 

ENVIRONMENT IMPLICATIONS 

7. The environmental implications are as identified in the Report to Scrutiny Committee 
(Appendix A).   

CONSULTATION IMPLICATIONS 

8. There has been wide internal consultation in preparing this Document and the views of the 
Executive and The Scrutiny Committee have been sought. The report to the Executive is 
attached as Appendix B. 

 
9. Once approved, the document will be subject to widespread consultation with interested 

organisations, groups and the general public. 
 

APPENDIX 

10. Appendix A: Report to Scrutiny. 14th February 2002  
11. Appendix B: Report to Executive. 4th March 2002 
12. Appendix C: Sustainable Design Guide, consultation draft (for Members only) 

LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972, SECTION 100D 

13. Bedfordshire Structure Plan 2011 
14. Borough of Luton Local Plan 
15. Planning Policy Guidance Note 1  
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